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antithesis has its roots in a philosophy of nature and of man which is 
strongly dualistic in character" (p. 161). And, later (p. 173), in con- 
nection with this same discussion occurs the earliest mention of man's 
desire " to select and appreciate the worthier and more enduring values of 
human life," and his desire " to subjugate his environment, to penetrate 
its hidden secrets that he may make it minister to the wants of human 
life," as the origin of these " branches of recorded experience " ; and the 
earliest recognition in this discussion that " these are not antagonistic, 
for each sends its roots deep into the common soil of social experience." 
This mention and this recognition appear in the chapter dealing with the 
" Pragmatic Solution of the Problems " — a solution that has not seem- 
ingly before this point affected the historic account of the conflict of nat- 
uralism and humanism. 

The plan and method impose a limitation also upon the nature of the 
discussion of these attitudes. With the interest in treating, at each 
period, the conflict of humanism and naturalism goes the programme of 
treating individually and specifically the men and events of each period. 
So that the material of the discussion is of two kinds : generalized descrip- 
tions of naturalism and humanism at the conclusion of each period under 
consideration and particular accounts of thinkers and of the specific 
movements within that period. The latter, although evidencing informa- 
tion and interest, do not always demonstrate their force and availability 
for the discussion of the conflict of naturalism and humanism. So that 
the former in their role of summaries of these accounts are often a sur- 
prise mentally to the reader, not always prepared for this conclusion of 
what he has been reading. Moreover, from the showing of the particular 
accounts one gets the idea at one time that the difficulty in that era was 
rather confusion than " conflict " between a humanistic and a naturalistic 
view-point (p. 94) ; at another time that the contention existing was, in 
fact, opposition between the methods of sense-observation and reasoned 
analysis for acquisition of essential knowledge; or, again (p. 150), opposi- 
tion and interest, do not always demonstrate their force and availability 
tion between the claims of the re-al and the classic as these conceptions 
figured in educational thought. The ideas and characteristics of men 
and movements are set forth, and critical comments appended, but the 
accounts and criticism are in general, and do not proceed from a single, 
definite point of view. The discussion, consisting of accepted or accept- 
able comment and exhibition of the topics treated, fails to take hold of 
one's mind as one reads. The study wants single and clear purpose, and 
the conviction which springs from an integral conception of experience, 
assuring unity of interest and independence of approach and of activity. 

Elsie Eipley Clapp. 

New York Citt. 

The Philosophy of Schiller. Emil Cakl Wilm, Ph. D. Boston : John W. 

Luce and Company. 1912. Pp. xi + 183. 

This clear and stimulating book is indeed an important contribution 
to the history of philosophy. Any one acquainted with the development 



416 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

of German thought since Kant can scarcely deny the poet Schiller a sig- 
nificant place in it. It is true Schiller was lacking in a strictly philo- 
sophic method and system, but his influence upon the men of his genera- 
tion was great. The author of this little volume has rendered a real serv- 
ice to English and American students, who have neither the time nor the 
inclination for original Quellenuntersuchungen, in bringing together in 
a unified and comprehensive fashion Schiller's philosophic views scattered 
throughout his letters, essays, and poems. 

The author had no easy task. Those acquainted with Schiller's philo- 
sophic prose will heartily agree with this characterization: "Rhetorical 
and poetic, even in his scientific writings, we miss the clear-cut definitions 
and sharp distinctions so indispensable to clear thought and presentation; 
and the vacillation of his terminology, the indefiniteness of his concepts, 
and the boldness of his antitheses are the source of endless trouble to the 
student of his philosophical writings" (p. 13). The greatest difficulty is 
encountered in the content rather than in the form of Schiller's writings. 
It can be shown that several incompatible doctrines were advocated by 
him. It is of course impossible to remove this difficulty if each writing 
is treated as an isolated unit. What the author undertakes, therefore, is 
to give the evolution of Schiller's philosophic ideas: the development of 
his views and the growth of his conceptions are treated stage by stage. 
The mature philosophic doctrine of the poet is shown to be the product of 
many and conflicting views. 

A very valuable chapter in the book is the one dealing with Schiller's 
early views as contained in his essays " Philosophie der Physiologie " and 
" Uber den Zusammenhang der thierischen Natur des Menschen mit 
seiner geistigen." So far as the reviewer is aware, there is no book on 
Schiller in English, and very few in German, which gives such a detailed 
and critical exposition of the two essays so significant for the understand- 
ing of Schiller's development. The germs of much of his mature philos- 
ophy are contained in these early writings of the pre-Kantian period. 
They show the influences from various sources, — from the Leibniz- Wolffian 
philosophy and from that of the Scottish school, from Shaftesbury, 
Hutcheson, Ferguson, Garve, and Haller. Already in these essays the 
dualism between the natural and the spiritual, or between the physical and 
the moral, is the center of Schiller's interest ; and " his attempt at a media- 
tion between the so-called lower and higher natures, first by means of a 
metaphysical intermediate agent, later by means of art, foreshadows the 
whole course of his future thinking" (p. 66). 

Accordingly when Schiller takes up his study of Kant, the critical 
philosophy fell in with the line of his own development. " The stream of 
his thought, rising from many sources, was only clarified and deepened, 
rather than directed into other channels, by contact with the Critical 
Philosophy" (pp. 37, 115). Those writers who see in Schiller's philos- 
ophy nothing more than a reproduction of the Kantian ethical concep- 
tions in a rhetorical garb, overlook the early writings in which the poet, 
prior to his studies in Kant, strove to reconcile extreme sensualism and 
extreme rationalism in morality. His attitude towards Kant is that of an 
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independent critic, and the opposition to Kant's extreme rigorism is 
wholly in keeping with Schiller's own development. That Schiller's atti- 
tude " makes an advance upon the Kantian position, that this advance 
. . . consists in a fuller recognition of the desiderative side of man's na- 
ture, all this must be the broad result of an unbiased reading of the 
writings of Schiller" (p. 118). 

While the difficulty of establishing a single unambiguous ethical doc- 
trine out of the different writings of Schiller's post-Kantian period must 
be admitted, a critical reading of these writings leads the author to as- 
sume an independent development of Schiller's esthetic morality in which 
Kant's dualism between inclination and duty is reconciled. Schiller recog- 
nized two distinct kinds of valuation of human conduct — the moral and 
the esthetic— and only in the complete fusion of the ethical and the artistic 
standards does Schiller's view of beautiful morality consist. " Inclination 
to duty, — that is the heart of Schiller's ethics, and the gist of his criticism 
of Kantian rigorism" (p. 127). "The conduct flowing from the har- 
monious activity of all man's powers Schiller calls beautiful conduct (die 
schone Sittlichheit) , and the soul thus at one with itself, the beautiful 
soul (die schone Seele)" (p. 131). 

Schiller's independent philosophical views centered mainly around 
ethical and esthetic problems. It is in his view of beautiful morality as a 
synthesis of the natural and spiritual demands that his originality con- 
sists. Metaphysical ideas, in so far as such can at all be seriously as- 
cribed to him, " did not constitute a clear development upon those of 
Kant, as did his ethical and esthetic theories" (p. 159). The question 
whether Schiller should — in his metaphysical views — be classed with 
Kant or rather with the post-Kantians is an interesting one. The author 
holds that metaphysically Schiller is to be identified with Kant. 

It may well be that the philosophy of Schiller was far from being so 
well founded in his own mind. But a student of the genesis of any phi- 
losophy must always endeavor to understand its author — to use a Kantian 
phrase — besser ate er sich selbst verstand. 

The student of Schiller will find the extensive bibliography at the end 
of the book very helpful. It is regrettable, however, that an index has 
been omitted. J. Loewenberg. 

Harvard University. 
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